
 

 

 
  Norms for Speech             

    Development 
 

Sound 
Example 

Word 
Age at which a child should be 

able to produce the sound 

/h/ horse 

3 years 

/zh/ treasure 

/y/ yellow 

/w/ water 

/ng/ song 

/m/ map 

/n/ nose 

/p/ pig 

/c/ /k/ cup 

/t/ tea 

/b/ ball 

/g/ girl 

/d/ dog 

/f/ fish 3 years 6 months 

/l/ lion 

4 years /sh/ sheep 

/ch/ chair 

/j/ jam 

4 years 6 months /s/ sun 

/z/ zoo 

/r/ red 5 years 

/v/ van 6 years 

/th/ voiced 
/th/ voiceless 

this 
thing 

7 years 
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